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Lorp CASTEREAGH delivered the follow- 
ing Meſſage from his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant ä | 


 CORNWALLIS, 


At the cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion, in obedi · A. 

© ence to the particular commands which I re- 
* ceived from his Majeſty, I acquainted this 
Parliament that a joint Addreſs of the two 
B « Houſes 
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Houſes of Parliament of Great Britain had 
been laid before his Majeſty, accompanied 
by refolutions propofing and recommending 
a complete and entire Union between Great 
Britain and Ireland, to be eſtabliſhed by the 
mutual conſent of both Parliaments, founded 
on equal and liberal principles, on the fimi- 
larity of laws, conſtitution and government, 
and on a ſenſe of mutual intereſts and aflec- 


tions. 


I have it now further in command from 
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cc 
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his Majeſty to lay thoſe reſolutions before this 
Houſe, and ſolemnly to recommend to the 
conſideration of his faithful Commons the 
great objects they embrace. 


5 His Majeſty has obſerved with increaſing 
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ſatisfaction that the ſentiments which have 


continued to be manifeſted in favour of this 


important and ſalutary meaſure, by ſuch nu- 


merous and reſpectable deſcriptions of his 
Iriſh ſubjects, confirm the hope he has ex- 
preſſed, that its accompliſhment will prove 
to be as much the joint with as it unqueſti- 
onably is the common intereſt of both his 
kingdoms, an event to which his Majeſty 


looks forward with the utmoſt earneſtneſs, 


as the only means by which the common 
intereſts of all his People can be indiſſolubly 
* united, 


3 % 
united, and their ſecurity and happineſs can 
be permanently eſtabliſhed. 


2 — 


His Majeſty therefore relies on the wiſdom 


* of his Parliaments, and the loyal concurrence 


of his People for the completion of this great 


work, with a firm perſuaſion that a full and 
unreſerved participation of conſtitutional and 
commercial advantages will augment and per- 


petuate the proſperity of his ſubjeQs of his 


united Kingdom, and that under the favour 
of divine providence the freedom and power 
of the Britiſh Empire will be eſtabliſhed on 
a foundation not to be ſhaken by the efforts 


* either of 1ts foreign or domeſtic enemies. 
cc = 2 


The meſſage being read by the Speaker, 
Lord Caſtlereagh moved for a Committee of 
the whole Houſe to ſit on Wedneſday next, in 1 OT 
der to take it into Conſideration, | 


Lord Caſtlereagh then proceeded. —He ſaid he - 


felt it his duty upon this great ſubject to put 
the Houſe in poſſeſſion of the entire views of 
the Britiſh and Iriſh Governments, and to lay 
before the Houſe all thoſe details which had been 
agreed upon to be ſubmitted to Parliament.— 
In thus entering upon a detail ſo extenſive and 
important important to the reſtoration of tran- 
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quility in this country, and to the ſecurity of our 
connexion with Great Britain, he found it ne- 
ceſſary to throw himſelf upon the indulgence of 

the Houſe, for a larger portion of its patience 
and attention, than he had ever before preſumed 
to ſolicit. —Before he entered into the genera] 
queſtion, he would make one obſervation upon 
the topic to which the attention of the Houſe 
had been juſt then ſo anxiouſly directed, the 
expreſſion of the public ſentiment. By the Britiſh 
Conſtitution the deliberative power was placed in 
Parliament, and Parliament would be very unwiſe 
were it not to take its direction from the great 
majority of thoſe whoſe ſtake 1n the property and 
intereſts of the country gave them a claim to 
conſideration : but Parliament would be equally 
unwiſe were it to ſuffer an artificial clamour 
to divert it from the firſt of all its duties, that 
of deliberating ſolemnly on meaſyres affecting 
the intereſts of the Country. Laſt year it was 
wiſhed that Parliament ſhould put this great 
queſtion of Union into a courſe of deliberation 
and enquiry; the meaſure was not even ſuffered 
to be laid before them, tho' it was only de- 
fired that a diſcuſſion of it ſhould take place. 
Parliament was cautious of proceeding upon the 
queſtion, and even a diſcuſſion was not permitted: 
Government felt it their duty then to ſay, that 
they would not bi ing the meaſure forward, un- 
til its introduction ſhould be juſtified by the pub- 


lie ſentiment ; and the event bad juſtified the 
expectations 


5 | 


expeations of Government. This queſtion as 
it was more enquired into and better under- 
ſtood, became more and more popular with thoſe 
perſons moſt intereſted in the welfare of the 
country. The great body of the landed property 
of Ireland was friendly to the principle, and the 
two Houles of Parliament particularly ; 3-4ths 
of the landed property were amongſt its ſupport- 
ers; 19 counties, 5-7ths of Ireland in ſuperficial 
extent, had come forward in its ſupport. He 
did not fay thoſe counties were unanimous in ap- 
proving the meaſure, compiete unanimity was 


not to be hoped upon any great political queſtion , 


but he would fay a very great majority of thoſe 
counties favoured the meaſure: all the great com- 
mercial towns in the kingdom, ſave Dublin and 
Drogheda, had declared in favour of it: and in 
ſpeaking of the City of Dublin he begged to be 
underſtood, as ſpeaking of it with that high reſ- 
pect which the zeal and loyalty of its inhabit- 
ants diſplayed in the great and trying circum- 
| ſtances of the Rebellion commanded; he could 
not help obſerving that the Citizens of Dublin 


were affected with the ſame alarm that thoſe of 


the metropolis of Scotland felt on the Scottiſh 
Union ; but he truſted that they would live to 
change their fears to ſatisfaction, and like the 
Citizens of Edinburgh, have cauſe to be grateful 
10 providence for the accompliſhment of an Union 
with Great Britain. | | 


His 
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His Lordſhip ſaid that he felt no ſurpriſe at 
obſerving in ſome Counties an hoſtile diſpoſition 
to this meaſure; they were Counties in which 
he had expected ſuch oppoſition, inaſmuch as 
they were known to be under the influence of 
ſome of the Gentlemen on the other fide of 
the Houſe; but he could not help obſerving, 
ſince the laſt debate in that Houſe, a political 
phenomenon new to this country: a part of the 
minority withdrawing themſelves from Parlia- 
ment, and not fatisfied with exercifing their 
deliberative powers within theſe walls, but al- 
ſembling in another place, and empowering cer- 
tain perſons to ſend letters miſſive through the 
country, calling upon fit perſons in the different 
counties to become their agents to bring the 
maſs of the People of Ireland to the bar of 
that Houſe, as advocates againſt the meaſure of 
Union.—Some of thoſe Gentlemen, his Lordſhip 
ſaid, he was convinced had never entertained 
a notion of employing this popular interference 
tio intimidate” Parliament, and he was equally 
convinced that had ſuch an intention exiſted, 
the Commons of Ireland would not yield the 
country to any ſuch deſperate attempt ; but ſome 
of the perſons acting under theſe letters had gone 


forth with the moſt unwarrantable pretences, to 


deceive and diſtract the populace, whoſe ſigna- 
tures againſt the meaſure they wiſhed to obtain. — 


In one place in the North, it was given out 
that 


7. 


that this Union was a project of Mr. Prrr to 
lay a tax of five ſhillings on every wheel, and 
ten ſhillings on every loom ; in another place, 
the tenantry were told that an Union was to break 
| all their leaſes, and as all the great landed in- 
tereſts in the county of Down ſupported the 
meaſure, this was urged as an additional argu- 
ment.—* Do you not ſee that the landlords are 
all for it, and is not that a proof that it is to 
break your leaſes?” ſuch were the deceptions 
and practices reſorted to by tboſe who ſolicited 
petitions agaiaſt the meaſure.—As to the petiti- 
ons procured 1n this way, his Lordſhip ſaid he 
was only ſurpriſed they were not more nume- 
rous. On the diſcuſſion of the Scotch Union, 
the table of the Parliament was day after day 
for three months covered with ſuch petitions ; 
the Scots Parliament acted, as he truſted the 
Iriſh would do—they conſidered only the ad- 
vantage of the country, and ſteadily purſuing 
that object, not miſled by artifices, or intimi- 


dated by tumults, they received in the gratitude 


of their country that reward which amply com- 
penſated for the arduous taſk they had accom- 
pliſhed. As to the general principle of the 
queſtion of Union, his Lordſhip felt jt unneceſ- 
ſary at that time to enter into the diſcuſſion of 
it; it had been moſt freely inveſtigated both in 
(peaking and writing, and with peculiar ability, 
by an Hon. and learned friend of his in his 

ſpeech 
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ſpeech of the laſt ſeſſion, which he had ſine 
| publiſhed in a pamphlet, in which the genera! 
principle was placed beyond queſtion or diſpute, 
—Had Parliament in the laſt ſeſhon entertained 
the diſcuſſion of this megſure, it was his Lord. 
ſhip's intention to have followed the couiſe of 
proceedings marked upon the Scottiſh Union. 
He would have moved, when the general prin- 
ciple of Union had been acknowledged, that 
commiſſioners ſhould be appointed to digeſt ar. 
ticles of Union; to be afterwards ſubmitted for 
the adoption or rejection of Parliament. But as 
the diſcuſſion was not then permitted to take 
place in the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, he would 
not now have recourſe to this meaſure j he would 
move to have the ſubje& and the papers rela- 
ting to it, referred to a committee of the whole 
' Houſe, by which means every member would 
have the fulleſt latitude of diſcuſſion, and the 
Houſe would have in particular the benefit of 
the advice and aſſiſtance of the Right Hon. 
SPEAKER Whom he addreſſed, an advantage 


Which could not fail to be highly uſeful to the 


intereſts of the country.— To this committee, his 
Lordſhip ſaid he would offer certain reſolutions. 
founded upon the principles of thoſe voted by 
the Britiſh Parliament, but going more into de- 
tail, ſo as to form when agreed upon ſo many 
articles of the propoſed Union. The caſe of our 

| ET proceeding 


9 
— would then amount to this: Great 
Britain propoſes to hold certain principles on 


which to found an Union ; Ireland admits thoſe 


principles, and propoſes articles founded on them ; 
on which articles, if the Britiſh Parliament ſhall 
agree, the articles of Union. ſhall be founded, 
and formed, by the agreement of both Begiſla- 
tures with a ſolemn legiſlative Act. His Lord- 
ſhip then ſaid he would proceed to ſtate the 
ſubſtance of each of theſe articles. 


The firſt Reſolution to be propoſed would 
be fimilar to the firſt of thoſe agreed upon by 
the Britiſh Parliament, that it will. be adviſe- 
able to concur in ſuch meaſures as may beſt tend 
to unite the two kingdoms into one,” &c. 


The firſt Article to follow this. Reſolution 
would be, that for the purpoſes of eſtabliſhing 
ſuch an Union on this baſis, it would be fit 
to propoſe, that from te day of 
the two Countries be for ever United into one 
Kingdom. _ 


The ſecond Article would provide for the 
continuance of the ſucceſſion to the Crown, in 
the way at preſent limited. 


The third would declare the propriety of a 


common Legiſlature for both , Countries. 
| ä The 
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The great object of this arrangement was the 
eſtabliſhing the identity of the Executive: it 
might be ſaid that this was done by the act of 


ainexation : for the act of annexation, his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid he felt great veneration, and had he 


been ia Parliameut ſome years earlier than he 
was, he would have felt it his duty to act trig. 
ly up to the ſpirit of that act, and not have 
ſuffered any private views to interrupt its courſe; 
but be muſt ſay that this act, both in principle 
and operation, was defective : in principle it went 
to hand over to another country, in which we 
are not repreſented, one of the moſt important 
legiſlative powers, that of regulating the ſucceſ- 
hon to the Crown; a power which never could 
be exerciſed by Great Britain, without jealouſy 
and diſtraction on the part of this country; nor 
was the practice leſs defective than the princi- 
ple. In the caſe of the Regency it was found 


ſo: for the Prince of Wales was conſtituted 


Regent, by an addreſs of the- Iriſh Parliament, 
before any Regent was appointed for Great Bri- 
tain; ſo that the unity of the Executive, the 
only bond of our preſent connexion, depended, 
notwithſtanding the proviſions of the act of 
annexation, upon the Brittſh Parliament acquieſ- 
eing in the choice of the Triſh Houſe of Com- 
mons: and for the dangers of this connexion, 
his Lordſhip ſaid he had the authority of a Rt. 


: Hon. and learned member who. oppoſed the 


meaſure 
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meaſure of Union. That Rt. hon. member 
had introduced a bill, avowedly to move on 
this argument in favour of Union, grounded up- 
on the act of annexation; but when it was 
preſſed upon him to ſay whether he would ſur- 
render the right of the Iriſh Parliament to 
Great Britain, he was ſo ſtartled at this idea, 


that he abandoned his own bill; thus confirm- 


ing the weakneſs of the bond by which the uni- 
ty of the Executive was ſecured.— The caſe of 
the Regency was not the only one which had 
occurred to prove the dangers of a ſeparate le- 
giſlature to the whole empire. Aſter the abdi- 
cation of King James II. he withdrew into this 
country, and ſetting himſelf up with the Iriſh 
Parliament in oppoſition to England, gave a ſtrong 
practical proof of the tendency of diſtinct legiſ- 
latures to ultimate ſeparation,—On all the great 
imperial queſtions of war, peace, and treaties, 
what was the ſituation of Ireland? to avoid ſe- 


paration ſhe was bound without deliberation to 


adopt the conduct of Great Britain; if ſhe diſ- 
ſented from that conduct, her diſſent tended to 


that ſeparation which it was ſo much the true 


intereſt of Ireland to avoid; and as the country 
advanced in wealth and proſperity, it was more 
likely that ſach queſtions would more frequently 
occur and be more anxiouſly diſcuſſed—ſo that 
every day the danger of ſeparaiion encreaſed. 


| Nor were theſe the only objections to our pre- 
ſent 


a+ 


r S 2 D 
— _ — a — . = 
1 25 95 
82 — * 


—— 


| 
1 


— —— — - 


r 1 rb et 


Gam 


PP 


—— 


2 


— _ 
3 — — 2 ——— — òùudꝙꝗ iW ĩð . ITE>ID 
- - 


— ſ— ala — 


——— u—u— 


* * — — 
7 . SED $07 © 


— — * * 
- on” —— 2 —— — toe 


n 


12 


ſent mode of connection. It had been ofien, 
and juſtly, complained in that Houſe, that the 
Miniſters of this country, acting as they did, un- 
der a Britiſh cabinet, were not reſponſible to the 
Iriſh Parliament, from the moment they ſhould 
withdraw from the kingdom, unleſs by a deroga- 
tiomof our independence we were to impeach at 
the bar of the Engliſh legiſlature thoſe who bad 
_ offended againſt the Iriſh conſtitution. But it 
had been ſaid that this meaſure would reduce 
Ireland to the ſtate of a colony: was it by 
making her a part of the greateſt and moſt pow- 
erful empire in the world? If, (ſaid his Lord- 
ſhip) I were called upon to deſcribe a colony, 
I would deſcribe it as lomething very like the 
preſent ſtate of this country, enjoying indeed a 
local legiſlature, but without any power entruſt 
ed to that legiſlature, with reſpe& to regulating 
the ſucceſſion of the Crown. I would deſcribe it 
as having an Executive adminiſtered by the or- 
ders of the Miniſter of another country, not in 
any way reſponſible to the colony for his acts or 
his advice. Can an act of the Iriſh Lords and 

Commons paſs into a law, unleſs the great ſeal of 
England, in the keeping of a Miniſter not reſpon- 
ſible to Ireland, be affixed to it ?—Another ob- 
jection very uſually. urged was, that an imperial 
Parliament could not have ſuch an intimate know- 
ledge of the country as would avail to keep thc 
kingdom in tranquillity : he would aſk what rea- 
| ſon 
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fon did there exiſt to prevent one hundred re- 
preſentatives carrying as much local knowledge, 
for the neceſſary purpoſes of Parliament, and find- 
ing as ready an adoption of their ſentiments upon 
local ſubjects, as the imperial Parliament in a 
local fituation ? 


It had been afferted that this meaſure would 
have the effect of leſſening the executive power 
in this country :>Convinced- as he was that with- 
out a ſtrong and active executive power, the 
properties and. lives of loyaliſts were not by any 
means ſecure ; he would willingly forego all the 
advantages which this meaſure promiſed the coun- 
try, if it could have this effect; but ſo con- 
vinced was he that it would ſtrengthen the hands 
of the Executive Government, that this conſider- 
ation was no ſlght motive with him in ſupport- 
ing it as a ſecurity for the lives and properties 
of the loyal people of Ireland; and he courted 
the meaſure more eſpecially, as he hoped that 


by getting rid of the imputations thrown out 


againſt the Government, that this country was 
adminiſtered always with a view to Engliſh in- 
fluence, we ſhould get rid of one ſource of that 


fatal weakneſs and diſtruſt which had proved ſo 


ruinous to it. 


Another argument had been ſtrongly urged 
and plauſibly lupported—it was that the local 
parliament 
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Parliament had, from the circumſtance of being 


local, made exertions for ſuppreſſing the Rebel. 
lion, which an imperial Parliament could not 


have attempted. He admitted that the Iriſh 
Parliament had moſt manfully aſſiſted Govern- 
ment, by giving to Government thoſe ample 
powers which had been employed to ſuppreſs 
the Rebellion: but there was no reaſon to ſup- 


Poſe that an imperial Parliament would not have 
been equally forward to give thoſe powers, and 


equally intereſted in ſuppreſſing the Rebellion; 
nor was it agreeable to truth, that the Parlia- 
ment of the Empire would carry leſs authority 
in its acts, than the Parliament of a part of 
that Empire. It had been ſaid that Parliament 
had traced and developed the conſpiracy which 
produced the Rebellion. This was a miſtake in 
Point of fat—The Executive Government had 
firſt employed the powers entruſted to it to put 
down the Rebellion, and then laid before Par- 
liament the documents upon which they had 
acted. Theſe documents had, indeed, been ve- 


ry clearly arranged in the report of a Commit- 


tee, but nothing more than this arrangeinent was 
owing to the exertions of the Iriſh Parliament 


in diſcovering the conſpiracy. 


© OED FINANCE. 
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FINANCE. 


Having made theſe preliminary obſervations, 
his Lordſhip proceeded to the detail of the prin- 
ciples which he was about to ſubmit to the 
conſideration of the Houſe. He would begin, 
he ſaid, with the queſtion of Contribution to the 
general expences of the Empire, and afterwards 
proceed to the commercial detail.— The enemies 
of this meaſure had founded much of their cla- 
mour upon a ſuppoſition that it was a financial 
project of the Britiſh miniſter. The ſtatement he 
would now lay before the Houſe would, his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, prove that it was a ſacrifice of money 
made by Great Britain to her own loſs, and 
the advantage to Ireland. But he deſired not to 
be underſtood as holding out any propoſition to 
the Iriſh Parliament, in which it could be ſug- 
geſted that pecuniary advantage was given in 
compenſation for loſs of the honour or intereſts 
of Ireland. The offer was on the broad prin- 
ciple of a fair mutual agreement. The imme- 
diate effect of the principle he would offer would 
he, that IRELAND WOULD, IN CASE OF AN 
Union, BE TAXED CONSIDERABLY LESS THAN 
IF SHE REMAINED SEPARATE. | 


In retroſpect to paſt expences, Ireland was 
to have no concern whatever with the debt of Great 
Britain but henceforward the two countries 

were 
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were to unite as to future expences, on a ſtrict 
meaſure of relative ability.—He ſhould have 
conſidered it a moſt valuable circumftance in this 
arrangement, if the countries could have been 
ſo completely incorporated as not to have had 
| diſtin revenues; a part of the ſyſtem of the 
Scots Union, which had been felt to be of ſuch 
importance, that a great effort was made to equa- 
lize the circumſtances of the two countries for 
that purpoſe—England had a large debt ; Scot- 
land bad none charged upon her revenues ;—an 
accurate calculation was made of the ſum to be 
paid to Scotland' to juſtify her in accepting her 
ſhare of the debt, and the ſum was paid accord- 
ingly by England. The taxation of the two 
countries was accordingly fixed at the fame pro- 
portion, except in the inſtance of the land tax, 
which was fixed at a different ratio, becauſe the 
land tax in England was impoſed ſo unequally, 
that had Scotland paid in the ſame rate as the 
nominal land tax of England, ſhe would really 
have been taxed much bigher than her juſt propor- 
tion— His Lordſhip mentioned this, he ſaid, to 
ſhew the pains which had been taken to in- 
corporate the two countries as well in point of 
finance as in other circumſtances'; but in the pre. 
| Tent ſituation of theſe countries, this part of tlie 
ſyſtem could not be adopted. Great Britain now 
paid in taxes for intereſt on her debt, ten mil- 
lions annually ; for any proportion of this thc 

could 
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could not call upon Ireland, nor could ſhe offer, 
as in the caſe of Scotland, any equivalent; it 
was therefore abſolutely neceſſary that the reſpec- 
tive debts of the countries ſhould remain diſtin, 
and of courſe that their taxation ſhould continue 
ſeparate. 


In order then to find the ſum which Ireland 
ſhould contribute to the imperial expences, it 
would be neceſſary to ſeek for a criterion by which 
to judge of her relative ability, and ſettling her 
expences in ſuch proportion as ſhould be the reſult 
of that enquiry.—The beſt criterion of ability, as 
embracing all kinds of poſſeſſion and expence, was 
an Income Tax ; this was not a criterion to be 
found in Ireland, nor was it likely that for ſome. 
time our local circumſtances could permit its ope- 
ration; ſo that ſome other muſt be ſought. The 
next beſt teſt of ability would be found in examin- 
ing the relative commercial wealth of both coun- 
tries, and the relative expences of both in articles 
of luxury, and if it ſhould be found that theſe two 
proportions very nearly coincided with each other, 
it ought to be fairly pronounced that the beſt means 
of judging of the relative ability of the countries 
had been diſcovered, 


Taking then the exports and imports 

for the laſt three years, thoſe of Ireland 

would be found to be L. 10, 928, ooo 
Great Britain, - - 173,961,000 
In the proportion of ſeven to one. 
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The next part of the proportion was to be found 
in exciſed articles of conſumption, ſuch as malt, 
beer, ſpirits, wine, tea, tobacco, &c. 


The average of theſe for the laſt 
three years has been, Ireland, . 5,954, oo0 
Great Britain, 8 - 46, 891, ooo 
Being in the proportion of ſeven ſe ven- eighths to 
one. ; 


As the reſults of theſe two proportions came ſo 
very cloſe to each other, he would aſſume them as 
Juſt, and take ſeven one-half to one as the juſt 
ratio of the ability of Great Britain to that of Ire- 
land. Having ſtated this as the general proportion 
of Britiſh to Iriſh expences, he mentioned that 
the ſecond part of the next Article referred to the 
paſt debts of either country ; on the principle be- 
fore ſtated, that each debt was to be ſeparately 
provided for by the country which had incurred 
It. 


The next Article would go to give to Ireland a 
community of property in the territorial revenue of 
Great Britain, (though Ireland was not called on 

for a ſhilling of the debt by which it had been ob- 
tained) and upon this principle the actual advan- 
tage to Ireland in 2-15ths of her ſhare of the ſun 
paid by the Eaſt India Company, would amount to 
60,0001. annually.—It might be objected that 
: | thele 
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theſe proportions, however juſt at this day, might 
hereafter from circumſtances become unfair; this 
it was propoſed to obviate, by giving a power to 
the Imperial Parliament to reviſe them in 20 years 
hence, upon the ſame principles on which they 
were now ſupported. —He was well aware that 
with ſome perſons who would argue upon the 
queſtion, thoſe advantages to Ireland would weigh 
as nothing ; thoſe perſons were pre-determined to 


talk of it as a meaſure throwing Ireland and her 


intereſts at the feet of Pritain ; with thoſe perſons 
he would not now contend—their arguments went 
againſt any Union at any time; between any coun- 
tries, and upon any terms. From them he ex- 
pected no attention to the intereſts of Ireland, as 


long as they were wedded to the hoſtility of the 


general principle. He would propoſe, that the 
revenue of Ireland ſhould form a conſolidated 
fund, on which the intereſt of her own debt 
ſhould be charged, and of which the remainder 
Thould go to her ſhare of the imperial contribution. 
It would be propoſed, that no article ſhould at any 
time be ſubject in Ireland to an higher tax than tho 
lame article paid in Great Britain. 


Thenext proviſion would be, that any ſupplies 
which ſhould remain of this confolidated fund, 
might be applied to local purpoſes of improve- 


ment, or to accumulate to form a fund for war 
contributions ; and here his Lordſhip ſtated a dif- 


ference 
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ference between the ſituation of Great Britain aud 
Ireland, wbich required ſome confideration.— 
Great Britain raiſed a great proportion of her war 
expences within the year; this iſland had not abi- 
lity ſo to do; the conſequence of which was, that 
Ireland muſt, if ſhe continued ſeparate or united 
with Great Britain, get into debt much faſter in 
proportion than Great Britain.—By this arrange- 
ment, her immediate expences being reduced, ſhe 
would be able to appropriate more of her revenues 
to the purpoſes of war, and of courſe not haſten ſo 
much into debt, while by the ſalutary operation of 
the ſinking fund, it was not impoſſible that at ſome 
period not very remote Great Britain ſhould liqui- 
date ſo much of her debt as to deſcend in point of 
debt to nearly her proportion with reſpec to lre- 
land ; and if this ſhould ever occur, it would be 
right to leave to the united parliament a power of 
fixing the ſame ſcale of reduced taxation for the 
united kingdoms. —To ſhew how. much more ra- 
pidly Ireland as a ſeparate kingdom incurred debt 
than Great Britain, he ſtated, that at the com- 
mencement of the war, the debt of Great Britain 
was to Ireland as twenty-ſix to one; it was now 
as thirteen to one. His Lordſhip then ſtated, that 
it was intended to make proviſion for a certain ſum 
out of the revenues of Ireland, to be appropriated 
to thoſe laudable inſtitutions which had annually 
experienced the bounty of the Iriſh Parliament; 
ſuch as the Proteſtant Charter Schools, the Dublin 


; > ociety, 
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Society, &c. &c. &c, To ſhew the operation of 
the proportion of ſeven-one-half to one, (the ratio 
of Britiſh and Iriſh contributions), his Lordſhip 
ſtated, that the peace eſtabliſhment of Great Bri- 
tain (excluſive of intereſt for debt) 
. - - £.5,800,000 
That of Ireland. - 1,012,000 
In a proportion of 5'3-4ths to I. 
| The war eſtabliſhment of Great 
Britain, - - 8 27,000,000 
Of Ireland, - - - 3,076,000 
almoſt nine to one. Taking a mean between theſe 
proportions, it was $ 1-8th to 1. 


The proportion of years of peace to thoſe of 
war, during the preſent century, had been fix 
years of peace to one of war, which produced a 
further mean of 7 3-4ths to 1.—Nearly this was the 
proportion now propoſed 7 1-half to 1. 


To ſhew the operation of this pro- | 
portion, his Lordſhip ſtated the total 
expenditure of Great Britain laſt 


year at - - - £-32,700,000 2 
That of Ireland, - 5,439,000 
Tctal, (Britiſh money) 238,139,000 


According 
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According to the proportion of - 
one-half to the expenditure of Bri- 
tain, would have been _ £+33,699,009 
Of Ireland, . - 4,442,000 
Making a ſaving to the country on the actual ex- 


pence of nearly one million ſterling, which million 
will, in effect, be thrown upon the ſhoulders of 


the Britiſh Miniſter to provide for, inſtead of 


giving him any ON 1 50 the propoſed 
Union. 


As to the future peace eſtabliſhment of Ireland, 
it could not be expected to be reduced to the rate 
of former peace eſtabliſhments ; the moſt ſanguine 
expectant of Iriſh tranquillity and proſperity could 
not hope to return to a peace eſtab}iſhment of 
12,000 troops ; perhaps the eſtimate of 20,000 
would not be too high: this, with the encreaſed 
pay of the army, would raiſe the peace eſtabliſh- 


Ment to - - L. 1,900,000 
The peace afabliſhiment of Great 
Britain was - 5,800,000 


Which, by the aſe pay and 

expences, would be probably 
railed to - - Ke . 7,600,000 
Making, with the Triſh peace eſta- 

bliſhment, the whole peace eſta- 

ment of 47e united kingdoms, nine 


millions. | 
of 
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Of which at the rate of one-half to 1 
1, Britain would have to pay J., 950, o 


CC - 1,050,000 
Saving to Ireland on the peace eſta- 
bliſhment. - - - 450,000 


The net revenue of Ireland, in the laſt year, 
was 1, 8 50, Ooo0l. but it would be deceiving the 
Houſe to reckon upon this as a permanent en- 
creaſe ; the cauſes of it were obvious and tempo- 
rary ; but the groſs permanent revenue might be 


taken at - - - 2,300,000 
The charge of debt 5. 8 1, 400, oo0 
Peace eſtabliſhment m = * 1,500,000 

2, 900, ooo 
To defray which there were but 2, 300, ooo 


So that there was an annual deficiency of 600, cool. 

to be provided for under our preſent circumſtances: 
beſides that every year of war would add at leaſt 
250,0001. for payment of intereſt on loans — This 
would be our ſituation continuing ſeparate: but 
from the proofs he had offered it would be ſeen 
that che propoſed Union would give us in aid of our 
peace eſtabliſhment half a million annually. Thoſe 
who had a ſtake in the happineſs and intereſts of 
the country, would his Lordſhip truſted, conſider 


ſeriouſly whether advantages like theſe ſhould be 
5 rejected 
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rejected without diſcuſſion, and decided by wild 
ſenſeleſs . 


Having ſtated the financial poſe his Lordſhip 
n to the | | 


COMMERCIAL 
part of the ſyſtem. —This, he ſaid, was not ma- 
terially different from that ſo ably ſupported by 
the SygEAKER in 1785, excepting that it went be- 


yond it in ſome points of advantage to Ire- 
land, 


The circumſtances of the two countries at this 
period, did not admit of a complete incorporation 
of commercial intereſts, becauſe ſome of our ma- 
pufaQures were not ſufficiently advanced to pro- 
ceed without protecting duties, and the unequal 
burthens borne by the Britiſh manufacturers, from 
their greater ſhare of taxation rendered it im- 
practicable to adjuſt this part of the ſyſtem on any 
other principle than that of perfe& freedom of 
export between the countries. The only principles 
which could be followed under theſe circumſtances 
were, that articles exported to Great Britain 
' ſhould pay on the import a duty equal to the duty 
paid at home by the Britiſh ſubje& on the ſame 
article. One important article to Ireland, bis 
Lordſhip mentioned, was that of ſail-cloth: 
by the preſent law of Great Britain every veſſel 


ſailing 
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failing out of Great Britain muſt on her firſt voyage 
have a full ſuit of Britiſh ſail- cloth, and the whole 
navy was now furniſhed with Britiſh fail : it was 
to be propoſed that Iriſh ſail- cloth ſhould. be en- 
titled to ſhare all the advantages and preference 
thus ſecured to Britain. This, he truſted, con- 
ſidering the capacity of Ireland to furniſh the ar- 


ticle, would prove a new ſource of wealth to 
Ireland. To effect the complete freedom of ex- 
port, it was intended to propoſe that after a cer- 


tain day all prohibitions, bounties, and draw- 
backs, (excepting thoſe under the Corn Laws) 
ſhould ceaſe and be at an end; thus ſecuring to 
Ireland for ever the advantage of all thoſe raw. 
materials which ſhe now receives from Great 
Britain, many of which are of the moſt urgent 
neceſſity, as coals, ſalt, hops, &c. In this in- 
{tance the preſent offer outwent that of 17185, for 
by the Propoſitions of 85, coals were to have paid 
a duty, by this they pay none, and though Great 
Britain raiſes a revenue of 5s. Gd. a chaldron on 
ber own coals carried coaſt-ways, they are to be 
exported to Ireland duty free, By the Propoſi- 
tions of 85, Wool was withheld from this coun- 
try by the jealouſy of the Britiſh manufacturers; 
that jealouſy is removed, and the article of wool 
was to be exported to this country duty free. 


As to the Linen Manufacture, much has been 
ſaid as to the advantages it had received from a 
E local 
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local parliament; he denied that the local parlia- 
ment had given it thoſe advantages ; it was the 
Britiſh parliament, which by laying a duty of 34]. 
per cent. on German linens, and admitting Ir iſn 
duty free, gave in effect ſo much bounty on Iriſh 
linens as the ſame 331. per cent. on Iriſh licens 
would produce. 


The quantity of linens imported to Great Bri- 
tain was 50 millions of yards, of which 33 mil- 
lions come from Ireland : the duty of 33 per cent. 
on theſe 33 millions of yards, would amount to 
a million ſterling, which million, equal almoſt to 
our peace eſtabliſhment, was in effect raiſed on 
the Britiſh conſumer, | to be paid to the Iriſh linen 
merchant. 


But i had been urged that this bounty was in 
conſequence of a compact, by which the I. iſn 
parliament gave up the woollen, in conſideration 
of the linen manufacture. It was a compact of a 
very ſingular kind, by which the Britiſh parlia- 
ment ſhould give up an annual million ſterling in 
return for a trade whoſe utmoſt groſs produce to 
Ireland was never more than Goo, oool.— Be this 
as it might—Ireland was by the preſent propo!al 
put in full poſſeſſion of both parts of the compatt; 
the bounty would be continued, and ſhe had an 
unlimited ſhare in the woollen manufacture, with 


the advantage of importing the raw material from 
Britain 
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Britain, duty free it was not intended; to con- 
tinue any duties on import between the countries, 
excepting thoſe which were in the nature of Pro- 
tecting Duties; and as protecting duties, had for 
their purpoſe to aſſiſt infant and growing manufac- 
wes, he would propoſe that as they might, if ren- 
dered perpetual, become injurious inſtead of uſe- 
ful, it ſhould be left to the Imperial parliament to 
lower or regulate them on this principle at the end 
of twenty years. 


[ His Lordſhip then went into a minute calcu- 
lation of the ratio of the protecting duties, to be 
continue, | 


The next article went to eſtabliſh the propor- 
tion of the countervailing duties, to be ſettled on 
the ſame principles. The two next reſolutions 
went merely to eſtabliſh this principle : that fo- 
reign produce, paſſing through either country in- 
to the other, ſhould be admitted as if imported 
directly from the place of its growth or manufac- 
ture; this, his Lordſhip confidered as an advan- 
tage of the very higheſt importance. to Ireland, 
whoſe fituation adapted it ſo much better than 
Great Britain for the admiſſion of ſuch goods, and 
their tranſmiſſion to other countries, thus avoid- 
ing the tedious and dangerous navigation of the 
narrow ſeas; and when it was confidered that 
the 
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the re export trade of Britain amounted to 
fourteen millions ſterling annually, it would be 
admitted that the proſpect of advantage from this 
part of the ſyſtem was well worth the attention 
of this couniry. The natural conſequence of this 
part of the arrangement muſt be, that one or two 
ports of Ireland ſhou!d be allowed to import fo- 
reign goods free of duty, to be bonded until time 
for re-exportation;—and here, his Lordſhip aſk- 
ed, whether the cities of Dublin and Cork were 
likely to ſuffer by thoſe regulations, which would 
open to them ſuch proſpects of commercial wealth 
2nd proſperity ? He then proceeded to ſhew the 
advantage which the proviſion trade of this coun- 
try would derive from the propoſed ſyſtem. Up- 
on the regulation of the duties between the two 
eountries, it would appear that by Ireland givingup 
16,0001. of duties, and Britain giving up $3,000]. 
of ſimilar duties, the advantage would be de- 
eidedly on the part of Ireland.—This is but a 
brief abſtract of the commercial detail of bis 
Lordſhip's ſpeech; which he coneluded by ſaying, 
that he truſted it would appear to the country 


found in the principle on which it proceeded, and 
jjuſt in the hw 
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His Lordſhip then proceeded to that part 0! 
the arrangenbenc which atlefted the 


CHURCH 


of 
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CYURCH ESTABLISHMENT. 


Ihe preſent Church Eſtabliſument of Ireland, as 
joug as it continued ſeparate from that of Great 
Britain, could never hope to defend itſelf agaiuſt 
the per petual attacks made upon it upon local 


grounds, and againſt the popular argument of phy- 


ſical force , there appeared to bim no poſſibility of 
giving it lecuriiy in any other way than by a com- 
plete incorporation with that of Great Britain; 
by theſe means it would be ſecured on ſuch a 
ſtrong and natural foundation, that we might hope 
to fee a poſſibiliiy of terminating thoſe unhappy 
circumſtances which have in a great meaſure ariſen 


trom the ſeparation of the Inſh from its obvious 
protection, the Church Eſtabliſhment of Eng- 
land. 


While the preſent ſyſtem continued, and while 


3 it continued likely that various perſons might be 


called ro the Councils of Great Britain, ſo long 
would this country be liable to the operation of 
various politics ; one Miniſter might wiſh to up- 
hold the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and another the 
ſyſtem of excluſion as the beſt bond of connection. 
Another might- wiſh to throw himſelf upon the 
population of the country, and to open the eſta- 


bliihment to every claimant. Under ſuch a courſe - 


of policy the country could not hope for quiet: 
the proteſtant, as long as the eſtabliſhment re- 
ni ned 
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mained ſeparate and was to be defended on lo- 
cal grounds, would feel himſelf inſecure, and of 
courſe look with jealouſy upon the Catholic; 
the Catholic, relying on the argument of phyſi. 
cal force, would endeavour to aſſert his claims 
agaiuſt the eſtabliſhment of a Minority, and there 
appeared no hope of a termination to diſtruſt, 
jealouſy and alarm, 


But the eſtabliſhment being incorporated, the 
proteſtant would feel himſelf ſupported on the 
broad baſis of an Imperial eſtabliſnment, where 
his property would have due weight, and the 
maſs of population would include him. The cauſe 
of diſtruſt being removed, the claims of the ca- 
tholic might be temperately heard and calmly 
diſcuſſed before an impartial tribunal, an Impe. 
rial Parliament, who would decide on the quel- 
tion diveſted of thoſe local circumſtances which 
ſerved to irritate and inflame. It had been ſaid 
that the Popiſh Clergy had been bribed to ſup- 
port this meaſure. He truſſed, however, that he 
would be believed when he aſſured the Houle, 
that the meaſure of providing for them and the 
Diſſenting Clergy had long been in contempla- 
tion before the queſtion of Union came into agt- 
tation. As to bribery, he could not help ſaping, 
that this meaſure of Union appeared to him the 
moſt comprehenſive ſyſtem of bribery he had 


Ever n it bribed the whole community of 
Ireland 
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heland, by embracing them within the pale of 


Britiſh Commerce aud Conſtitution; it was a 


bribe the moſt comprehenfive a miniſter could 
deviſe: One ſet of People would, he knew, not 
zeceive it as a bribe—they called themſelves the 
lovers of liberty—but it was ſuch liberty as no- 
thing but an abdication of the Britiſh Couſtitu- 
tion could gratify ; and this was a bribe he was 
not prepared to offer. As to 


REPRES ENTATION, 


He would not enter into argument with thoſe 
who thought nothing but a majority, or at leaſt 
an equality of Repreſentatives could ſecure the 
jntereſts of Ireland in the imperial Parhamen:. 
With ſuch men it availed nothing to argue that 
theſe intereſts were not deſigned to be perpe- 
wally diſtin ; their doctrines went to prove that 
ſeparate Parliaments and perpetual hoſtility between 
them could alone ſerve the intereſts of Ireland. 
The propoſition on this ſubje& proceeded on the 
ame principle with that adopted in Scotland, that 
alter incorporation the ſeparate intereſts become 
one common intereſt, and that the proportion to 
be taken is in the ratio of the wealth and po- 
pulation of each couutry.— The population of Ire- 
and was called four millions, that of Great Bri- 
tain ten millions, more than tuo to one. Two 
10 one population - five and an half to one con- 

| tribution, 


— ena =>. 
FS + : 

eo * N. 4 
—— = 
_ 8 


— = 


+4 G5 #5 


3 — 


3 


— 


pz 


= 3 Wa 
— 


9 


— 4 


e 
2 


—— — 


is 


— 


— LIED: EL: ns Ks 


32 


tribution, give a medium of about 'five to one; 
ſo that to the Britth Houle of Commons of 355, 
it was propoled to add 100 Inth members. 


2 = © Feers in the proportion of 32, viz, 4 
Biihcps aud 28 temporal Peers; but as by the Scois 
| Uuion there were already 16 elective Feers, de- 
| terminable ou each Parliament, it was Propoſed 
as more conſonant to the Conſtitution of the Peer- 
age, to make the 32 Iriſh ſeers, when elected, 
| Peers of Parliament for life. Theſe.Engliſh Com. 
| maoners who had accepted Iriſh titles, were to be 
permitted to continue to fit as Commoners on 
L | waving their privilege as Peers of Ireland. As 
f to the repreſentation of the Commons, it was pro- 
poſed to ſtrengthen the popular part of the te. 

preſentation. In Scotland, 45 Members were le- 

turned, 30 for Counties, 15 for Cities and Bo- 

rovghs. The Iriſh Counties would remain as they 

were, returning 64 Members, ſo that 36 would 

remain for Cities and Boroughs. Of theſe 103 

8 now ſent Members to Parliament: two ways offered 
of reducing their number; one by elaſſing a nun- 

ber together to return one member, the other by 

taking away the privilege of returning membets 

from the greater number of them; the latter from 

the experience of the ſormer mode in Scotland, 


he would be inclined to prefer. 


Doeslix 
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DusBLIN and Cork to return two each, as 
at preſent; the Univerſity one, and thirty-one 
other Borough Towns, to be eſtimated as to 


wealth and population by the returns of window- 
tax and hearth-money, to return one each. 


It muſt occur to the Houſe that for the great 
number of Boroughs to be thus disfranchiſed, 
it would be neceſſary to adopt a meaſure of 
compenſation to thoſe individuals who ſhould be 
injured by this arrangement. | 


By this plan he truſted a great queſtion, which 
had long agitated this Country—that of Parli- 
amentary Reform, would be fet quietly at reſt 
for ever, The principle of the plan was a Re- 
form of the moſt popular kind ; indeed it might 
be objeQed that it was too popular ;——but this 


would be anſwered by admitting that for a ſe— 


parate Legiſlature in Ireland it would be very 
dangerous, though checked as it would be by 
great countervailing principles, it could do no 
injury in an imperial Parliament. Parliamentary 
Reform had been a favourable object with him, 
until it was made part of a new queſtion, and 
to him appeared on a new principle. Upon this 
ground he had given it up hitherto in the plan 
he now offered, it would be carried into full 


eſſect without the danger. His Lordfhip then 


mentioned ſome regulations to be adopted ref- 
F | pecting 
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pecting trials of conteſted elections; on this ground 


that queſtions of fact were to be tried in Ire- 
land, and queſtions of law before a committee 


of the imperial Parliament. The removal of the 
- appellant juriſdiction would form a neceſſary con- 
ſequence of the removal of the Houſe of Peers. 


And having thus gone through the outline of 
the plan, his Lordſhip ſaid he truſted he had 
ſtated enough to ſhew that the propoſal was ſuch 


a one as it was honeſt in Great Britain to make, 


and honourable for Ireland to accept; one which 


voould remove thoſe anomalies from the execu- 


tive to which it was perpetually liable; one 
which would relieve the apprehenſions of thoſe 
who feared that Ireland ſhould be ſaddled with 
the expences of Great Britain, by eſtabliſhing 
a juſt and fair principle of taxation from one 


which goes to diſcharge Ireland of the payment 


of one million of money in war, and half a 
million in peace, and which would place Ire- 


land in ſuch circumſtances as would enable us 


to look at our ſituation with ſatisfaction, by making 
the Church eſtabliſhments one, and conſolidating + 
the Legiſlatures of the Empire. All preſent ap- 
prehenſion would be quieted, and future peace 
ſeeared ; the great queſtion which has agitated 
Ireland, would be put upon the broad principles 
of imperial policy, and diveſted, of local preju- 


dices, would be deliberately and maturely 


weighed, 
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weighed, and ſuch a repreſentation would be 

eſtabliſhed for the country as ſhould give the nati- 
on ſuch an intereſt in it, as to lay aſleep for ever 
the dreadful queſtion of Parliamentary Reform, 
which, acting upon the religious diviſions of 
the country, had produced ſuch calamities to 
Ireland. 


Raſh, indeed, would be the man who could 
ſay the dangers which we have ſeen were en- 
tirely paſt: We had made great progreſs towards 
fecurity—and it would become the ſerious con- 
ſideration of Gentlemen to reflect, that we owed 
that ſecurity to the ſirmneſs of character, the 
ſteadineſs of mind, and the calm undiſturbed ſa- 
gacity of the very man who now propoſed this 
meaſure, that to his conſtancy at all times, and 
under the moſt tremendous dangers, we owed the 
ſecurity in which we ſtood: We could not hope 
that ſuch a man with ſuch a mind could be al- 
ways found to guide the Britiſh Councils: We 
ſhould ſeize the advantages offered to us. This 
was the moment to ſtrengthen the Iriſh Conſlitu- 
tion, by blending it with that of the great and 
powerful Empire of Great Britain; and ] truſt, ſaid 
his Lordſhip, that if at any future day the ene- 
mies of Britain and of mankind ſhould again be 
let looſe to afflict the ſocial world, that Ireland 


will be in ſuch a commanding ſituation as to bear 
| in 
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10 concert with the magnanimous Empire of Great 
Britain the glorious taſk of again defending and 
reſtoriag the liberties of Europe. 


His Lordſhip then ſaid it was his intention 
to have the papers which he had laid before the 
Houſe printed and circulated. 


The following are the Reſolutions ; 
FIRST RESOLUTION. 


THAT in order to promote and ſecure the 
eſſential intereſt of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
to conſolidate the ſtrength, power, and reſources 
of the Britiſh empire, 1t will be adviſeable to 
concur in ſuch meaſures as may beſt tend to unite 
the two kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland 
into one kingdom, in ſuch manner, and on ſuch 
terms and conditions, as may be eſtabliſhed by 
the acts of the reſpective parliaments of Great Br. 
tain and Ireland. 


ARTICLE 
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A RT ICL E I. 
RESOLVED, 


THAT for the purpoſe. of eſtabliſhing an 
Union upon the baſis lated in the reſolutions of 
the two Houſes of the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tzin, communicated by his Majeſty's command in 
the meſſage ſent to this Houſe by his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, it would be fit to propoſe as 
the firſt article of Union, that the kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland ſhall, upon the firſt day 
of January, which ſhall be in the year of our 
Lord one thouſand eight hundred and one, and 
far ever after, be united into one kingdom, by the 
name of the united kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and that the royal ſtile and titles apper- 
taining to the Imperial Crown of the ſaid united 
kingdom and its dependencies, and alſo the Enſigns 
Armorial, Flags, and Banners thereof, ſhall be ſuch 
as his Majeſty, by his royal Proclamation under 
the Great Seal of the united kingdom, ſhall be 
pleaſed to appoint. | 


CY 


rer 
RESOLVED, 


THAT for the ſame purpoſe it would be fit 
to propole, that the ſucceſſion to the imperial 
crown 
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crown of the ſaid united kingdom, and of the do. 
minions thereunto belonging, ſhall continue limit. 


ed and ſettled in the ſame manner as the ſucceſſion 


to the imperial crown of the ſaid kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland now ſtands limited and 
ſettled, according to the exiſting laws, and to 
the terms of the Union between England and 


Scotland. 


ier m 
RESOLVED, 


THAT for the ſame purpoſe it would be fit 
to propoſe, that the ſaid united kingdom be repre- 
ſented in one and the ſame Parliament, to be ſtiled 
the Parliament of the United kingdom of Great 


Britain and Ireland. 


ARTICLE IV. 


RESOLVED, 


THAT for the ſame purpoſe it would be fit 
to propoſe, that of the Peers of Ireland at the 
time of the Union, four Spiritual Lords, by rota- 
tion of ſeſſions, and twenty-eight Temporal Peers 
for life, ſhall be the number to fit and vote in the 
Houſe of Lords, and one hundred Commoners, 


city 


\ 
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tity of Dublin, two for the city of Cork, and one 
for each of the thirty-two moſt conſiderable cities, 


towns, and boroughs,) be the number of Repre- 


ſentatives of Ireland in the Houſe of Commons of 
the Parliament of the united kingdom; that for the 
ſame purpoſe ſuch acts as ſhall be paſſed by the 
parliament of Ireland previous to the Union, to 
regulate the mode by which the Spiritual Lords 
and Temporal Peers, and the Commoners to ſerve 
in the Parliament of the united kingdom on the 


part of Ireland, ſhall be ſummoned or returned to 


the ſaid Parliament, ſhall be conſidered as form- 
ing part of the Union, and ſhall be incorporated 
in the acts of the reſpeclive Parliaments by which 
the ſaid Union ſhall be ratified and eſtabliſhed. — 
That all queſtions touching the election of Peers of 
Ireland to fit in the Parliament of the united king- 
dom, ſhall be decided by the Houſe of Lords 
thereof; and whenever there ſhall be an equality 
of votes in the election of Peers, the names of ſuch 
Teers who have an equal number of votes in their 
favour, ſhall be written on pieces of paper of a 


ſimilar form, and ſhall be put into a glaſs by the 


Clerk of the Parliament, at the table of the Houſe 
of Lords, whilſt the Houſe is fitting ; and the Peer 
whoſe name ſhall be firſt drawn out by the clerk 


ol the Parliament, ſhall be deemed the Peer elect- 


ed. That any Peer of Ireland ſhall be capable of 
being elected as a repreſentative for any county, 
city, or borough of Great Britain, in the Houſe of 

Commons 
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Commons of the united kingdom, provided that 


ſo long as ſuch Peer of Heland ſhall ſerve in the 


. Houle of Commons, he ſhall” not be Capable of 
being elected to ſerve as a Veer on the patt of Ire. 


land, or be qualified to vote at the election of a 
Peer aad that he ſhall be liable to be tried asa 
Commoner. That it ſhall be Tawful for his Ma- 
jeſty, his heirs, and ſucceſſors, to create Peers of 
that part of the united kingdom called Ireland, and 
to make promotions in the Peerage thereof afier 
the Union, provided the number of Peers ſhall 
not by ſuch creation at any time be increaſed be- 
yond the number exiſting on the ſaid firſt day o. 
January, one thouſand eight hundred and one; 


and if any Peerage ſhall at any time be in abey. 
ance, ſuch Peerage ſhall be deemed and taken as 


an exiſling Peerage, and no Peerage ſhall be 


deemed extinct unleſs on default of claimants to 


the inheritance of ſuch Peerage for the ſpace of one 
year from the death of the perſon who ſhall have 

been laſt poſſeſſed thereof; and if no claim ſhall 
be made to the inheritance to ſuch Peerage in ſuch 
form and manner as may from time to time be pre- 
ſcribed by the Houſe of Lords of the united kiog- 


dom before the expiration of the ſaid period of a 


year, then, and in that caſe, ſuch Peerage ſhall be 


deemed extinct, and a new Peer may be created; 


provided that nothivg herein ſhall exclude any 


perlon from afterwards putting in a claim to the 


Peerage ſo deemed extinct, and if ſuch claim ſhall be 
| made 


made good, no Peer ſhall be created to ſupply the 
place of the next Peerage which may be deemed 
extinct, after ſuch claim being made good and 
efabliſhed. That all queſtions touching the elec- 
tion of members to fit on the part of Ireland in the 
Houſe of Commons of the united kingdom, ſhall be 


decided in the ſame manner as queſtions touching 


elections on the part of Great Britain now are, or 
at any time hereafter ſhall by law be decided, ſub- 
ject nevertheleſs ſo ſuch particular regulations in 
reſpeR of Ireland, as from local circumſtances the 
Parliament of the ſaid united kingdom may from 
time to time deem expedient. That all qualifica- 
tions as to property, which are or ſhall be required 
by law, of the members elected on the part of 
England, by counties, cities, and boroughs refpec- 
tively, to fit in the Houſe of Commons of the 
united kingdom, ſhall be required of the members 
to be hereafter elected to fit therein on the part of 
Ireland for places of the like deſcription. That 
when his Majeſty, his heirs, or ſucceſſors, ſhall 
declare his, her, or their pleaſure for holding the 
firſt or any ſubſequent Parliament of the united 
kingdom, a proclamation do iſſue under the Great 
Seal of the united kingdom, to cauſe the four 
Spiritual Lords and twenty-eight Temporal Peers, 
and one hundred Commoners who are to ſerve in 
the Parliament thereof on the part of Ireland, to 
be returned in ſuch manner as by an act of this 
preſent ſeſſion of parliament is or ſhall be ſet- 
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tled; and that if his Majeſty, on or before the 
firſt day of January one thouſand eight hundred 
and one, on which day the Union 1s to take place, 
ſhall declare, under the Great Seal of Great Bri. 
tain, That it is expedient that the Lords of Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, and Commons of the pre- 
ſent Parliament of Great Britain, ſhould be the 
members of the reſpective Houſes of the firſt 
Parliament of the united kingdom, for and on the 
part of Great Britain, then the ſaid Lords of Par- 
liament of Great Britain, and the Commons of 
the preſent Parliament of Great Britain, ſhall be 
the members of the reſpective Houſes of the fiſt 
Parliament thereof, for and upon the part of Great 
Britain. And his Majeſty may, by his royal pro- 
clamation, under the Great Seal of Great Britain, 
appoint the ſaid firſt parliament of the united king- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland to meet at ſuch 
time and place as his Majeſty ſhall think fit, and 
the four Spiritual Peers and twenty-eight Temporal 
Peers, and one hundred Commoners, who ſhall 
have been returned or elected to fit in the firſt par- 


| ſuch proclamation being ifſued as aforeſaid, in the 
manner which ſhall be preſcribed by an act of the 
preſent ſeſſion of the parliament of Ireland, for 
regulating the mode by which the Spiritual Lords 
and Temporal Peers, and the Commoners to ſerve 
in the parliament of the united kingdom on the 
part of Ireland, ſhall be ſummoned or returned to 
the 
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the ſaid parliament, ſhall be the members of the 
reſpective Houſes of the firſt Parliament of the 
united kingdom on the part of Ireland; and the 
Lords of Parliament of Great Britain, and the four 
Spiritual Lords, and twenty-eight Temporal Peers 
of Ireland, being ſummoned and returned as here- 
in before provided, and the members of the Houle 
of Commons of the ſaid Parliament of Great Britain, 
and the hundred members for Ireland, ſuch hun- 
dred being elected and returned as herein beſore 
provided, ſhall aſſemble and meet, reſpectively, 
in their reſpective Houſes of the Parliament of the 
united kingdom, at ſuch time and place as ſhall be 
ſo appointed by his Majeſty, and ſhall be the two 
Houſes of the firſt Parliament of the united king- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, and that parlia- 
ment may continue for ſuch time only as the pre- 
ſent parliament of Great Britain might have conti- 
nued, if the Union of the two kingdoms had not 
been made, unleſs ſooner diſſolved by his Majeſty; 
and that every one of the Lords of Parliament of 
the united kingdom, and every member of the 
Houſe of Commons of the united kingdom in the 
firſt and ſucceeding parliaments, ſhall take the 
oaths, and make and ſubſcribe the declarations 
which are at preſent by law enjoined to be taken, 
and made and ſubſcribed by the Lords and Com- 
mons of the Parliament of Great Britain, until the 
Parliament of the united kingdom ſhall provide 


otherwiſe ; that the ſaid four Spiritual Lords to 
ſit 


n 
ſit in rotation of ſeſſions, and the ſaid twenty. 
eight Temporal Peers to fit for life in the Houle of 
Lords of the Parliament of the united kingdom, 


ſhall have all privileges of parliament which the 
Spiritual and 'Temporal Peers of Great Britain re- 


- ſpeQtively now have, and which they or any Spi 


ritual or Temporal Peer after the Union may en- 
joy ; and the faid four Spiritual Lords and twenty- 
eight Temporal Peers ſhall have the ſame right vi 
fitting upon the trial of Peers as any other Spiritual 
Lords or Temporal Peers may enjoy ; and in the 
caſe of the trial of any Peer during the adjournment 


or prorogation of Parliament, the ſaid twenty-eight 


Temporal Peers ſhall be ſummoned in like manner, 
and have the ſame powers and privileges at ſuch 
trial as any other Spiritual Lords or Temporal 
Peers of the united kingdom ; and that all Spiritual 
Lords of Ireland, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall have 


rank and precedency next and immediately after | 


the Spiritual Lords of the ame rank and degree of 
Great Britain ; and that all Temporal Peers of 
Ireland ſhall, from and after the Union, have rank 
and precedency next and immediately after the 
Peers of the like orders and degrees in Great Bri- 
tain at the time of the Union, and before all Peers 
of Great Britain who may be created after the Union, 
and ſhall be tried as Peers of Great Britain, and 
ſhall enjoy all privileges of Peers as fully as the 
Peers of England do now, or as any other Peers of 
Great Britain may hereafter enjoy the ſame, the 
ES right 
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Lords, and the privileges depending thereon, 
and particularly the right of fitting on the trial of 
peers for that part of the united kingdom called 
Ireland, created after the Union, ſhall have rank 
and precedency among the peers of the united 

kingdom according to the dates of their creation, 
and enjoy all the privileges which may be enjoyed 
by the peers of Ireland as herein above ſpecified 
and declared. | 


ARTICLE VT 


RESOLVED, 


THAT for the ſame purpoſe it would be fit 
to propoſe, that the Churches of that part of 
Great Britain called England, and of Ireland, 
ſhall be united into one Church, and the Arch- 
biſhops, Biſhops, Prieſts, &c. of the Churches 
of England and Ireland, ſhall, from time to time, 
be ſummoned to, and entitled to fit in Convo- 
cation of the United Church, 1a the like manner, 
and ſubjeR to the ſame regulations as are at pre- 
ſent by law eſtabliſhed with reſpect to the like 
orders of the Church of England; and the doc- 
trine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government of 
the, faid United Chureb, ſhall be preſerved as 


now by law eſtabliſhed for the Church of Eng- 
| land; 


right and privilege of ſitting in the Houſe of 
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land ; and the doQrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and 
government of the Church of Scotland, ſhall 


likewiſe be preſerved as now by ** eſtabliſhed 


for the Church of Scotland. 


AR TI CI. E VI. 


RESOLVED, 


1. THAT for the ſame purpoſe it would be 
fit to propoſe, that his Majeſty's ſubjects of 
Great Britain and Ireland ſhall, from and after 
the Firſt Day of January, One "Thouſand Eight 
Hundred and One, be entitled to the ſame pri- 
vileges, and be on the ſame footing, as to en- 
couragements and bounties on the like articles, 
being the growth, produce, or manufacture of. 
either kingdom reſpectively, and generally in 
reſpet of Trade and Navigation, in all ports 
and places of the United Kingdom and its de- 
pendencies. And that in all Treaties made by 
his Majeſty, his heirs, and ſucceſſors, with any 


foreign power, his Majeſty's ſubjects of Ireland 


ſhall have the fame privileges, and be on the 
ſame footing as his ny ſubjects of Great 


Britain. 


. THAT from the ſaid Firſt Day of Ja- 
nuary, One Thouſand Eight Hundred and One, 
5 5 all 
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all prohibitions and bounties on the export of ar- 
ticles the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
either country to the other ſhall ceaſe and deter- 
mine; and the ſaid articles ſhall thenceforth be 


exported from one country to the other without 
duty or bounty on ſuch export. 


- 


3. THAT all articles the growth, produce, or 
manufaQure of either kingdom, (not hereinafter 
enumerated as ſubject to ſpecific duties) ſhall from 
henceforth be imported into each country from 
the other free from duty, other than ſuch counter- 
vailing duty as ſpecified in the Schedule No. I. 
annexed to this Article; and that the Articles 
hereinafter enumerated ſhall be ſubje&, for the 
period of twenty years from the Union, on im- 
portation into each country from the other, to the 
duties ſpecified 1n the Schedule No. II. annexed 
to this Article, viz. 
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Ha TRD ASRERT 
"THAvs 
HARDWARE 

La cE, Gold and Silyer 

MiLLiNERY 

PAPER, ſtained 

PoTTERY 

SaDpLERY | So. 

SILK-MANUFACTURE 

STEEL 

STOCKINGS 


And that the Woollen ManufaQures ſhall pay, 
on importation into each country, the duties now 
. payable on importation into Ireland. 


Salt and Hops, on importation into Ireland, the 
duties which are now paid in Ireland; and coals, 
on importation, be ſubject to the ſame burdens 

to which they are now ſubjeR. 


4. THAT any articles of the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of either country, which are, or 
may be ſubject to internal duty, or to duty on the 


materials of which they are compoſed, may be 
made 
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made ſubject, on their importation into each coun- 
ry reſpectively from the other, to ſuch counter- 
vailing duty as ſhall appear to be juſt and reaſon- 
able in reſpect of ſuch internal duty, or duty on 
the materials. And that for the faid purpoſes the 
Articles ſpecified in the ſaid Schedule No. I. 
ſhould, upon importation into Ireland, be ſubject 
to the duty ſet forth therein, liable to be taken off, 

diminiſhed or encreaſed, in the manner herein 

ſpecified, and that upon the like export of the 

articles from each country to the other reſpec- 
tively, a drawback ſhall be given equal in amount 
to the countervailing duty payable on the articles 

herein before ſpecified on the import into the 

ſame country from the other; and that in like 
manner, in future, it ſhall be competent to the 
United Parliament to impoſe any new or additional 
countervailing duties, or to take off or dimiſh ſuch 
exiſting countervailing duties as may appear, on 
like principles, tobe juſt and reaſonable in reſpect 
of any future or additional internal duty on any ar- 
ticle of the growth, preduce, or manufacture of 
either country, or if any new or additional duty 
on any materials of which ſuch article may be 
compoſed, or of any abatement of the ſame; 
and that when any ſuch new or additional coun- 
tervailing duty ſhall be ſo impoſed on the import 
of any article into either country from the other, 
a drawback, equal in amount to ſuch countervail- 
ing duty, ſhall be given in like manner on the ex- 
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port of every ſuch article reſpectively from the 
ſame country. 


5: That all articles the growth, produce, or 
Manufacture of either kingdom, when exported 
through the other, ſhall in all cafes be export- 
ed ſubje& to the ſame charges as if they had 

been exported directly from the country of which 


they were the growth, produce, or manufac- 
ture. 


6. THAT all duty charged on the import of 
foreign or colonial goods into either country, 
ſhall, on their export to the other, be either 
drawn back, or the amount, if any be retained, 
ſhall be placed to the credit of the country to 
which they ſhall be ſo exported, ſo long as the 
general expences of the Empire ſhall be de- 
frayed by proportional contributions ; provided 
nothing herein ſhall extend to take away any 
duty, bounty, or prohibition which exiſt with 
refpe& to corn, meal, malt, flour and biſcuit, 
but that the ſame may be regulated, varied, oi 
repealed from time to time, as the United Par- 
| hament ſhall deem expedient. 


ARTICLE 


34 
ARTICLE VI. 


* 


RESOLVED, 


THAT for the ſame purpoſe it would be 
fit to propoſe, that the charge ariſing from the x 
payment of the intereſt or ſinking fund for the 
reduction of the principal of the debt incurred 
in either kingdom before the Union, ſhall con- 
tinue to be ſeparately defrayed by Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland reſpectively. 


THAT for the ſpace of Twenty Years aſter 
the Union ſhall take place, the contribution ol 
Great Britain and Ireland reſpectively towards 
the expenditure of the United kingdom in each 
Year, ſhall be defrayed in the proportion of 
Fifteen parts for Great Britain, and two parts 
for Ireland: That at the expiration of the ſaid 
Twenty Years, the future expenditure of the 
United kingdom, other than the intereſt and 
charges of the debt incurred before the Union, 
ſhall be defrayed in ſuch proportion as the 
United Parliament ſhall deem juſt and reaſona- 
ble, upon a compariſon of the real value of the 
exports and imports of the reſpective countries 
upon an average of the three years next pre- 
ceding the period of reviſion, or on a .compa- 
non of the value of the Quantities of the fol- 
lowing articles conſumed within the reſpective 
| | countries 
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countries on a ſimilar average, viz. beer, ſpi- 
rits, ſugar, wine, tea, tobacco, malt, ſalt and 
leather, og according to the aggregate propor- 
tion reſult from both thoſe conſiderations com- 
bined, or on a compariſon of the amount of 
income in each country, eſtimated from the pro- 
duce for the ſame period, of a general tax, if 
ſuch ſhall have been impoſed, on the ſame de- 
ſcriptions of income in both countries; and that 
the Parliament of the United kingdom ſhall af- 
terwards proceed in like manner to reviſe and 
fix the ſaid proportions according to the ſame 
rules, or any of them, at periods not more dil- 
tant than twenty years, nor leſs than ſeven years 
from each other, unleſs previous to any ſuch 
period, but ſubſequent to the firſt of January, 
one thouſand eight hundred and twenty-one, the 
United Parliament ſhall have declared, as hercin 
after provided, that the general expences of the 
empire ſhall be defrayed indiſcriminately by 
equal taxes impoſed on Ou like articles in both 
countries, - 


THAT fol the defraying the ſaid expences ac- 
cording to the rules above laid down, the revenues 
of Ireland ſhall hereafter conſtitute a conſolida- 
ted fund upon which charges equal to the inte- 
reſt of her debt and ſinking fund ſhall, in the firſt 
inſtance, be charged, and the remainder ſhall, be 


applied towards defraying the proportion of the 
general 
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general expence of the United kingdom to which 
jreland may be liable in each year. 


THAT the proportion of contribution to which 
- Great Britain and Ireland will by theſe articles 
be liable, ſhall be raiſed by ſuch taxes in each 
kingdom reſpeQively -as the Parliament of the 
United kingdom ſhall, from time to time, deem 
fit: Provided always, that in regulating the 
taxes in each country by which their reſpective 
proportions ſhall be levied, no article in Ireland 
ſhall be liable to be taxed to any amount exceed- 
ing that which will be thereafter payable in Eng- 
land on the like article, | 


THAT if at the end of any year any ſurplus 
ſhall accrue from the revenues of Ireland, after 
defraying the intereſt, finking fund, and propor- 
tioned contribution and ſeparate charges to which 
the ſaid country 1s liable, either taxes ſhall be ta- 
ken off to the amount of ſuch ſurplus, or the 
ſurplus ſhall be be applied by the. United Parli- 
ament to local purpoſes in Ireland, or to make 
good any deficiency which may ariſe in her re- 
venues in time of peace, or be inveſted by the 
Commiſſioners of the national debt of Ireland in 
the funds to accumulate for the benefit of Ireland, 
at compound Intereſt, in caſe of her contribution 


in time of war, provided the ſurplus foto ac- 
commulate 
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cumulate ſhall at no future period be ſuffered lo 
to exceed the ſum of five millions. 


THAT all monies hereafter to be raiſed by 
Joan, in peace or in war, for the ſervice of the 
United kingdom, by the Parliament thereof ſhall 
be confidered to be a joint debt, and the charges 
thereof ſhall be borne by the reſpective coun- 
trics in the proportion of their reſpective con- 
tributions : provided, that if at any time in raiſ- 
ing the reſpective contributions hereby fixed for 
each kingdom, the Parliament of the United 

kingdom ſhall judge it fit to raiſe a greater pro- 
portion of ſuch reſpective contribution in one 
kingdom within the year than in the other, or to 
ſet apart a greater proportion of {ſinking fund for 
the liquidation of the whole, or any part of the 
Joan raiſed on account of the one country than of 
that raiſed on account of the other country, then 
ſuch part of the ſaid loan, for the liquidation of 
which different proviſions have been made for the 
reſpective countries, ſhall be kept diſtinct, and 
ſhall be borne by each ſeparately, and only that 
part of the ſaid loan be deemed joint and common 
for the reduction of which-the reſpective coun- 
tries ſhall have made proviſion in the proportion 
of their reſpective contributions. 


If at any future day the ſeparate debts of 


_ each Kingdom el ſhall have been li— 
quidated, 
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' quidated, or the values of their reſpective debts 
(eſtimated according to the amount of the inter- 
eſt and annuities attending the ſame, of the ſink- 
ing fund applicable to the reduction thereof, and 
the period within which the whole capital of ſuch 
debt ſhall appear to be redeemable by ſuch ſink- 
ing Fund) ſhall be to each other in the ſame 
proportion with the reſpective contributions of 
each Kingdom reſpectively, or where the amount 
by which the value of the larger of ſuch debts 
ſhall vary from ſuch proportion, ſhall not exceed 
one hundreth part of the ſaid value; and if it 
ſhall appear to the United Parliament that the 
reſpective circumſtances of the two countries will 
thenceforth admit of their contributing indiſeri- 
minately, by equal taxes impoſed on the ſame 
artieles in each, to the future general expence of 
the United Kingdom, it ſhall be competent to the 
ſaid United Parliament, to declare that all future 
expences thenceforth to be incurred, together with 
the intereſt and charges of all joint debt con- 
tracted previous to ſuch declaration, ſhall be ſo de- 
frayed indifcriminately, by equal taxes impoſed on 
the ſame articles in each country, and thenceforth, 
from time to time, as circumſtances may require, 
to impoſe and apply ſuch taxes accordingly, ſub- 
ject only to ſuch particular exemptions or abate- 
ments in Ireland, and that part of Great Bri- 

tain called Scotland, as circumſtances may appear 
from time to time to demand, that from the 
period of ſnch declaration it ſhall no longer be 
neceſſary 
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neceſſary to regulate the contribution of the two 
countries towards the future general expences ac- 


_ cording to any ſpecific proportion, or according 


to any of the rules Herein before preſcribed; 
provided nevertheleſs, that the intereſt or charges 
which may remain on account of any part of 
the ſeparate debt with which either Country is 
chargeable, and which ſhall not be liquidated or 


conſolidated proportionably as above, ſhall, until 


extinguiſhed, continue to be defrayed by ſepa- 
rate taxes in each country. 


THAT a ſum not leſs than the ſum which 
has been granted by the Parliament of Ireland, 
on the average of the laſt ſix years, as pre- 
miums for the internal encouragement of agri- 
culture or manufacture, or for the maintaining 
inſtitutions for pious and charitable purpoſes, 
{hall be applied for the period of twenty years 
after the Union, to ſuch local purpoſes, in fuch 
manner as the Parliament of the United King- 


dom ſhall direct. 


THAT from and after the firſt day of Janu- 
ary, one thouſand eight hundred and one, all 
public revenue derived from the territorial de- 
pendencies of the United Kingdom, ſhall be ap- 


plied to the general expenditure of the empire, 


in the proportions of the reſpective contributi- 
ons of the two couutries. 


- ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE VIII. 
RESOLVED, 


THAT for the ſame purpoſe it would be 
ht to propoſe, that all Laws in force at the 
time of the Union, and all the courts of Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction within the reſpective 
tingdoms, ſhall remain as now by law eſtabliſhed 
within the ſame, ſubject only-to ſuch alterati- 
ons or regulations, from time to time, as Cir- 
cumſtances may appear to the Parliament of the 
United kingdom to require, provided that all 
writs of error aud appeals which may at preſent 
finally be decided by the Houſe of Lords of Ire- 
land, ſhall, from and after the Union, be finally 
decided by the Houſe of Lords of the United 
Kingdom ; and provided, that from and after the 


Union, all admiralty Juriſdictions be under the 
Lord High Admiral or Commiſſioners of the Ad- 
miralty of the United Kingdom; and that all 
laws at preſent in force in either Kingdom which 
mall be contrary to any of the proviſions which 
may be enacted by any act for carrying theſe 
articles into effect, be from and after the Union 
repealed, | 
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SCHEDULE, No. I 


* 


(ANNEXED TO THE SIXTH ARTICLE.) 


Of the Articles to be charged with counter. 
ing Duties upon importation into Great *Bri- 
tain and Ireland, reſpectively, according to the 


Sixth Article of Union to which this Sche- 


dule is annexed. 


* * 
| 
— 
: 


Articles to be charged with 
1 countervailing Duty in 
Great B ritain. 


Beer | 
Bricks and Tiles 
Candles | 
Soap 

Cordage 
Printed Cottons 
Cyder 

Glaſs 

Leather 

Paper, ſtained 
Silk 

Spirits 
Starch | 
Sugar, refined 
Sweets 

Tobacco 


| Articles to be charged with 
a countervailing Duty in 


[ Ireland. 


Beer 
Glaſs 
Leather 
Paper, ſtained 
Silk 
| Spirits 
Sugar, refined 
[Sweets 
| Tobacco 
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SCHEDULE, No. II. 


(ANNEXED TO THE 


SIXTH ARTICLE,) 


Of the. Articles to be charged with the Duties 
ſpecified upon Importation into Great Britain 
and Ireland reſpectively, according to the Sixth 
Article of Union, to which this Schedule is 


annea ed. 


Apparel | 

Braſs, wrought 

Cabinet Ware 

Coaches f 5 

Copper, wrought 

Cotton 

Glaſs 

Haberdaſhery 

Hats 

Hardware 

Lace, Gold and Silver 

Millinery : 

Paper, ſtained 

Pottery | 

Sadlery and other manufac- | 
tured Leather 

Silk ManufaQtures | 

Steel 


1 


"x 


Stockings 


Ten per Cent. on the true 
Value. 
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